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Russ Gibson began his bonding career in 1978 by working part-time with his 
father, John Gibson, while Russ was a college student. In 1981, Russ graduated 
from Penn State University with a degree in Finance and then entered the bonding 
business on a full-time basis.  

 
       Russ and John Gibson formed their own insurance 
       and bonding agency, John F. Gibson, Inc., in 1982. 
       Together they provided surety bond programs and 
       commercial insurance plans to many of the top     
       contractors in western Pennsylvania.  John Gibson 
       retired from the business in 1991. 
 
       Russ Gibson owned and operated John F. Gibson, 
       Inc. from the time of his father’s retirement until 
       2006, when the agency was sold to NexTier  

Insurance Services.  Since 2006, Russ has worked with contractors and other 
commercial businesses on surety and fidelity bond programs, along with his 
involvement with real estate development. 
 
Russ founded Penn Western Bonding, LLC in order to provide his knowledge and 
bonding expertise to commercial contractors in western Pennsylvania.  Penn 
Western operates as a “bond only” agency, focusing on helping contractors 
maximize their surety bond potential.  Penn Western does not handle insurance 
programs, and this allows Russ and his staff to devote 100% of their professional 
time to bonding.  Russ handles bonding programs for all types of contractors, from 
very small or emerging firms, to multi-million dollar construction companies, and 
Russ and his staff work hard each day to earn the trust and confidence of their 
contractor clients. 
 
Russ and his wife, Kim, live in McCandless Twp., and Russ is active at his church 
and in his local community, serving on several boards and committees.  Russ 
enjoys outdoor activities, reading history, and cheering on his Penn State Nittany 
Lions. 


